Intraduction and Backeround

(1Y Secid Inclusion - a primary mechanism e promute sociul development in areas such
as cducation, labour, science and technelogy. and envicunment. This theme will be
used for the short and medium term and will focus en employment, vouth and sociul
investment, Social Inclusion was recopnized as an imperative for Oehling poverly,

narrewing inequalities and advancing 1owands sucial justice.

(2) Glabal Environmental Change and Preventien of Socital Consequences - This
theme will be used for the Jonger term, The Council recognized the signilicance of
glohal responsihility for sustainable development, and the imperative to address erises
such as the depletion of hiodiversity, scarcity of fresh water resnurces, fond and
energy shomages, the pressure of accelerating urbanization and population growth,
climare change and natural disasters. The social consequences of these developments
include displacement and migration, social instability, conflict, intlerance, poverty

and the exacerbation of existing social inequalities and marginalization.

‘Ihis decision was endnrsed by the 186" session of the UNESCO Executive Board in May, 2011
andd again by the 36 session of UNESCQ's General-Conference held in Navember, 2011. Each
region has therelore tuhen up the respunsibility to hust FORA related to the respective priority

themes,

14.  Regional Fora of Ministers of Social Development in the Caribhean

In the Caribbean, the Forum of Ministers in charge of sncial and sustainabic development was

firse institutionalized in 2010,
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L4.1. First Regional MOST Forum - Jamaica

This First Regional Forum of Ministers of Social Development in the Caribbean was hosted by
the Government of Jamaica in Jonuary 2010. The theme of the confercnce was “Socrel

Development Strategies for the Caribbear Yaulh in the Context of the Glodal Economic: Crisis”,

The conference ercated an OppoTIuNity for approximare]y sixey {60) participants inclusive of
public authorities, policy makers, sociul scicnce researchers and representatives of civil society
from the Caribbean, including representatives of Internationul Develupment Agencics 1o dehate
and shure knowledge on the most suceessful policy responses in Ltheir respective countries, which
conld be adapted hy ather countries in the region. The specific objectives of the Forum included
the exchange of best practices: the identification of practical ways of addressing developmental
challenges facing an exploding veuth population within the countries of the Caribbsan
Community (CARICOM} and the adoption of measures that will lead to 8 higher degree of

cooperation within the regiun.

The Forum articulated fifteen (15) recommendations for sdoption in a coherent and conrdinated
national and regional action plan:

1. Fach Government should esablish 3 high-level mechanism o provide lendership,
coondination, muinstrearing and fellow-up en the implementation of narional vouth
pulicies,

2. Strengthen the CARICOM Council for Human and Social Development {COHSOD) in

order o focus more on issues affecting young people thraugh vouth mainstreaming i all
its deliberations.

3. Bach Government should ensure adequate legislation cmpowering and protecling the

rights of youth within the frumework of intematianal human righls instruments.
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CARICOM, with support of UNESCOMOST und other relevant partners, should
spesrhead evaluation on existing youth policy and programme initiatives with a view to
identitying good practices that have proven effective in encouraging vouth participation
and civic engagement, and ensure thal governments and civil saciety have the necessury

information for replication.

Strengthen national data callection and analysis capabilities and promote collaboratinn
among the statistical departments or agencies of govemmenls n a regional initiative to

develup a common approach ta colleeting regional vouth dutu,

Include pre-adolescents, benween 10 and 14 years, in develuping u regional spproach to

youth policies.

The implementation ol a coordinated regional approach on several kevs ureas, to includs
education, micro-enterprises, promating vourh media (podeast. blogs, and radie), sports,
and the mainsireaming of youth participation with the right to give feedback on all social

serviees, the education svslem, and justice,

Revise and strengthen the existing CARICOM Regional Strategy on Yeuth Development,
including clearly defined vouth development goals. In this regard, considerativn should
be given w the adaption of a CARICOM Youth Charter madeled on the 2006 Alrica
Youth Charter.

The development of national youth policies where nen-existent, and the reviewing of

existing policy instruments.

1. The undertaking of a “Professionalization of Youth Development” so as o ensure un

cffective yeuth empowerment strulegy.
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11, Adyence work further on the Youth Development Index currently being undertsken by
the Commonwealth  Sceretariat o facilitate the  scientific impact assessment of

development strategies and programmes,
12, Promute partaerships with the private sector and other relevant stukehalders.

13. Conduct budget andits of expenditure on youth programmes to crsure adequate allocsting

of resources, emphasizing that sucial investment is a praductive factor.

4. Strengthen and reposition youth ministries snd ugencies by undertaking a scienlific

assessment of their capacities in coflahoration with initiatives heing spearheaded by the
Commonwealth Youth Programime.

15. Use the International Year of Youth (August 2010 to August 2001 and the Werdd

Canference on Youth (carded for the same year) o advance youth advocacy und

revitulize governments’ commitmennt o investing in vouth development.

1.4.2, Second Regional MOST Forum — Trinidad and Tobago

The Second session of the Caribbezn Regional Forum is carded for May, 2012 and will be hosted
by the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tabage (GORTT). through the Minisiry of
the Peaple and Social Develupment (MPSD) and in collabortion with the Trinidad and Tobape

National Commission for UNESC( i3

I'Minidad and Tobago is a member state nf UNESCO and established
for UNESCO in 1970, The Minister

a National Commission
of Ldueativn, Dr. The Honourakle Tim Grapeesingh, is the

President of the Trinidad and Tobago National Commission for UNESCO, The current

Chairman is Dr, Kris Rampersad, Media, Culture and Literary Consuleant,




