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Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children 
of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:3-10)   

THE BEATITUDES:
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INTRODUCTION

DD ear brothers and sisters in Christ, a new
year has begun. On behalf of all members
of CCSJ, I wish you God’s blessings and

peace throughout the year. God is a God of new be-
ginnings. This new year gives us an opportunity to
move away from all that is not of Him and to deepen
our love for Him, for our neighbour and for all of cre-
ation. May we, during this Year of Faith, demonstrate
by the way in which we live our lives that we are peo-
ple of the Beatitudes. 

We share with you in this issue of Parish Link, Pope
Benedict XVI’s Message for the 46th World Day of
Peace on 1 January 2013. The Holy Father’s theme this
year is: “Blessed are the peacemakers.”

If you have not yet received a copy of our Archdio-
cese’s leaflet: “This is our Catholic Faith”, which con-
tains prayers which we say regularly and information
about our faith, you can download it from CCSJ’s
Website (http://rcsocialjusticett.org). There you will
find the Beatitudes which I have outlined on the front
of this Newsletter in order to place Pope Benedict
XVI’s theme in context:  

If you read Matthew 5:3-10 in the bible, you will note
that immediately after Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount,
He reminds us that we are the salt of the earth and the
light of the world and that we must let our “light shine
in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works,
they may give the praise to your Father in heaven.”

We will “shine” if we strive to fulfil our vocation as
Catholics which is to be holy as our father in heaven
is holy  (Matthew 5:48). God is a peacemaker, He sent
His only son to redeem us and to bring us peace. Since
we are made in His image and likeness, our mission
is to be peacemakers. Our Archdiocesan Mission state-

ment urges us to
build “the civi-
lization of love.”
We will do so if
we play our part
to be peacemak-
ers. 

Remember, though, as Martin Luther King Jr. said:
“True peace is not merely the absence of tension, but
the presence of justice and brotherhood/sisterhood.”
Justice and peacemaking require us to open the doors
of our hearts and let the Gospel take root in our lives.
Please read and share the Holy Father’s Peace Mes-
sage with others. I end my introduction by sharing
with you the words of Jean Vanier, Canadian philoso-
pher, theologian and humanitarian: 

“To be a peacemaker means not to judge or condemn
or speak badly of people, not to rejoice in any form of
ill that may strike them. Peacemaking is holding peo-
ple gently in prayer, wishing them to be well and free.
Peacemaking is welcoming people who are weak and
in need, maybe just with a smile, giving them support,
offering them kindness and tenderness, and opening
our hearts to them. It is welcoming those with whom
we may have difficulty or whom we may not espe-
cially like, those who are ….. different than us. It is to
approach people not from a pedestal, a position of
power and certitude, in order to solve problems, but
from a place of listening, understanding, humility,
and love. When we relinquish power, we become
more open to the compassion of God.”

Leela Ramdeen, Chair, CCSJ

The Catholic Commission For Social Justice JANUARY 2013
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Pope Benedict  XVI 's  Message for 
World  Day of  Peace:  1  January,  2013

BLESSED ARE THE
PEACEMAKERS.

Theme: 

"Jesus Beatitude Tells Us That Peace is both a Messianic Gift and the
Fruit of Human Effort"

EE
ach new year brings the expectation of a bet-
ter world. In light of this, I ask God, the Fa-
ther of humanity, to grant us concord and

peace, so that the aspirations of all for a happy and
prosperous life may be achieved.

“Fifty years after the beginning of the Second Vati-
can Council, which helped to strengthen the
Church’s mission in the world, it is heartening to
realise that Christians, as the People of God in fel-
lowship with Him and sojourning among mankind,
are committed within history to sharing humanity’s
joys and hopes, grief and anguish, as they proclaim
the salvation of Christ and promote peace for all.

“In effect, our times, marked by globalisation with
its positive and negative aspects, as well as the con-
tinuation of violent conflicts and threats of war, de-
mand a new, shared commitment in pursuit of the
common good and the development of all men, and
of the whole man.

“It is alarming to see hotbeds of tension and conflict
caused by growing instances of inequality between
rich and poor, by the prevalence of a selfish and in-
dividualistic mindset which also finds expression
in an unregulated financial capitalism. In addition

to the varied forms of terrorism and international
crime, peace is also endangered by those forms of
fundamentalism and fanaticism which distort the
true nature of religion, which is called to foster fel-
lowship and reconciliation among people.

“All the same, the many different efforts at peace-
making which abound in our world testify to
mankind’s innate vocation to peace. In every per-
son the desire for peace is an essential aspiration
which coincides in a certain way with the desire for
a full, happy and successful human life. In other
words, the desire for peace corresponds to a funda-
mental moral principle, namely, the duty and right
to an integral social and communitarian develop-
ment, which is part of God’s plan for mankind.
Man is made for the peace which is God’s gift.

“All of this led me to
draw inspiration for
this Message from the
words of Jesus Christ:
'Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they will
be called children of
God'.
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“The beatitudes which Jesus proclaimed are prom-
ises. In the biblical tradition, the beatitude is a lit-
erary genre which always involves some good
news, a 'gospel', which culminates in a promise.
Therefore, the beatitudes are not only moral exhor-
tations whose observance foresees in due time – or-
dinarily in the next life – a reward or a situation of
future happiness. Rather, the blessedness of which
the beatitudes speak consists in the fulfilment of a
promise made to all those who allow themselves to
be guided by the requirements of truth, justice and
love. In the eyes of the world, those who trust in
God and His promises often appear naïve or far
from reality. Yet Jesus tells them that not only in the
next life, but already in this life, they will discover
that they are children of God, and that God has al-
ways been, and ever will be, completely on their
side. They will understand that they are not alone,
because He is on the side of those committed to
truth, justice and love. Jesus, the revelation of the
Father’s love, does not hesitate to offer Himself in
self-sacrifice. Once we accept Jesus Christ, God and
man, we have the joyful experience of an immense
gift: the sharing of God’s own life, the life of grace,

the pledge of a fully blessed existence. Jesus Christ,
in particular, grants us true peace, which is born of
the trusting encounter of man with God.

“Jesus’ beatitude tells us that peace is both a mes-
sianic gift and the fruit of human effort. In effect,
peace presupposes a humanism open to transcen-
dence. It is the fruit of the reciprocal gift, of a mu-
tual enrichment, thanks to the gift which has its
source in God and enables us to live with others
and for others. The ethics of peace is an ethics of fel-
lowship and sharing. It is indispensable, then, that
the various cultures in our day overcome forms of
anthropology and ethics based on technical and
practical suppositions which are merely subjectivis-
tic and pragmatic, in virtue of which relationships
of coexistence are inspired by criteria of power or
profit, means become ends and vice versa, and cul-
ture and education are centred on instruments,
technique and efficiency alone. The precondition
for peace is the dismantling of the dictatorship of
relativism and of the supposition of a completely
autonomous morality which precludes acknowl-
edgement of the ineluctable natural moral law in-
scribed by God upon the conscience of every man
and woman. Peace is the building up of coexistence

in rational and moral
terms, based on a
foundation whose
measure is not created
by man, but rather by
God. As Psalm 29 puts
it: 'May the Lord give
strength to His people;
may the Lord bless His
people with peace'

GOSPEL BEATITUDE
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“Peace concerns the human person as a whole, and
it involves complete commitment. It is peace with
God through a life lived according to His will. It is
interior peace with oneself, and exterior peace with
our neighbours and all creation. Above all, as
Blessed John XXIII wrote in his Encyclical Pacem
in Terris, whose fiftieth anniversary will fall in a
few months, it entails the building up of a coexis-
tence based on truth, freedom, love and justice. The
denial of what makes up the true nature of human
beings in its essential dimensions, its intrinsic ca-

pacity to know the true and the good and, ulti-
mately, to know God Himself, jeopardises
peacemaking. Without the truth about man in-
scribed by the Creator in the human heart, freedom
and love become debased, and justice loses the
ground of its exercise.

“To become authentic peacemakers,
it is fundamental to keep in mind
our transcendent dimension and to
enter into constant dialogue with
God, the Father of mercy, whereby
we implore the redemption achieved
for us by His only-begotten Son. In
this way mankind can overcome that
progressive dimming and rejection
of peace which is sin in all its forms:
selfishness and violence, greed and
the will to power and dominion, in-
tolerance, hatred and unjust struc-

tures.

“The attainment of peace depends above all on rec-
ognizing that we are, in God, one human family.
This family is structured, as the Encyclical Pacem
in Terris taught, by interpersonal relations and in-
stitutions supported and animated by a communi-
tarian 'we', which entails an internal and external
moral order in which, in accordance with truth and
justice, reciprocal rights and mutual duties are sin-
cerely recognized. Peace is an order enlivened and
integrated by love, in such a way that we feel the
needs of others as our own, share our goods with
others and work throughout the world for greater
communion in spiritual values. It is an order
achieved in freedom, that is, in a way consistent
with the dignity of persons who, by their very na-
ture as rational beings, take responsibility for their
own actions.

“Peace is not a dream or something utopian; it is
possible. Our gaze needs to go deeper, beneath su-
perficial appearances and phenomena, to discern a
positive reality which exists in human hearts, since
every man and woman has been created in the
image of God and is called to grow and contribute

cont’d on Pg 6 

PEACE: GOD’S GIFT AND THE

FRUIT OF HUMAN EFFORT.

Peace is not a dream or something
utopian; it is possible. 
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to the building of a new world. God Himself,
through the incarnation of His Son and His work of
redemption, has entered into history and has
brought about a new creation and a new covenant
between God and man, thus enabling us to have a
'new heart' and a 'new spirit'.
“For this very reason the Church is convinced of the
urgency of a new proclamation of Jesus Christ, the
first and fundamental factor of the integral devel-
opment of peoples and also of peace. Jesus is indeed
our peace, our justice and our reconciliation. The
peacemaker, according to Jesus’ beatitude, is the
one who seeks the good of the other, the fullness of
good in body and soul, today and tomorrow.

“From this teaching one can infer that each person
and every community, whether religious, civil, ed-
ucational or cultural, is called to work for peace.
Peace is principally the attainment of the common
good in society at its different levels, primary and
intermediary, national, international and global.
Precisely for this reason it can be said that the paths
which lead to the attainment of the common good
are also the paths that must be followed in the pur-
suit of peace.

“The path to the attainment of the common good
and to peace is above all that of respect for human
life in all its many aspects, beginning with its con-
ception, through its development and up to its nat-
ural end. True peacemakers, then, are those who
love, defend and promote human life in all its di-
mensions, personal, communitarian and transcen-
dent. Life in its fullness is the height of peace.
Anyone who loves peace cannot tolerate attacks and

crimes against life.
“Those who insufficiently value human life and, in
consequence, support among other things the liber-
alization of abortion, perhaps do not realize that in
this way they are proposing the pursuit of a false
peace. The flight from responsibility, which de-
grades human persons, and even more so the killing
of a defenceless and innocent being, will never be
able to produce happiness or peace. Indeed how
could one claim to bring about peace, the integral
development of peoples or even the protection of
the environment without defending the life of those
who are weakest, beginning with the unborn. Every
offence against life, especially at its beginning, in-
evitably causes irreparable damage to development,
peace and the environment. Neither is it just to in-
troduce surreptitiously into legislation false rights
or freedoms which, on the basis of a reductive and
relativistic view of human beings and the clever use
of ambiguous expressions aimed at promoting a
supposed right to abortion and euthanasia, pose a
threat to the fundamental right to life.

“There is also a need to acknowledge and promote
the natural structure of marriage as the union of a
man and a woman in the face of attempts to make
it juridically equivalent to radically different types
of union; such attempts actually harm and help to
destabilize marriage, obscuring its specific nature
and its indispensable role in society.

“These principles are not truths of faith, nor are they
simply a corollary of the right to religious freedom.
They are inscribed in human nature itself, accessible
to reason and thus common to all humanity. The
Church’s efforts to promote them are not therefore
confessional in character, but addressed to all peo-
ple, whatever their religious affiliation. Efforts of
this kind are all the more necessary the more these
principles are denied or misunderstood, since this

cont’d on Pg 7

PEACEMAKERS ARE THOSE WHO LOVE,
DEFEND AND PROMOTE LIFE

IN ITS FULLNESS.
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constitutes an offence against the truth of the
human person, with serious harm to justice and
peace.

“Consequently, another important way of helping
to build peace is for legal systems and the adminis-
tration of justice to recognize the right to invoke the
principle of conscientious objection in the face of
laws or government measures that offend against
human dignity, such as abortion and euthanasia.

“One of the fundamental human rights, also with
reference to international peace, is the right of indi-
viduals and communities to religious freedom. At
this stage in history, it is becoming increasingly im-
portant to promote this right not only from the neg-
ative point of view, as
freedom from – for ex-
ample, obligations or
limitations involving
the freedom to choose
one’s religion – but
also from the positive
point of view, in its
various expressions,
as freedom for – for
example, bearing wit-
ness to one’s religion,
making its teachings
known, engaging in
activities in the educa-
tional, benevolent and
charitable fields which permit the practice of reli-
gious precepts, and existing and acting as social
bodies structured in accordance with the proper
doctrinal principles and institutional ends of each.
Sadly, even in countries of long-standing Christian
tradition, instances of religious intolerance are be-
coming more numerous, especially in relation to
Christianity and those who simply wear identifying

signs of their religion.
“Peacemakers must also bear in mind that, in grow-
ing sectors of public opinion, the ideologies of rad-
ical liberalism and technocracy are spreading the
conviction that economic growth should be pursued
even to the detriment of the state’s social responsi-
bilities and civil society’s networks of solidarity, to-
gether with social rights and duties. It should be
remembered that these rights and duties are funda-
mental for the full realisation of other rights and du-
ties, starting with those which are civil and political.

“One of the social rights and duties most under
threat today is the right to work. The reason for this
is that labour and the rightful recognition of work-
ers’ juridical status are increasingly undervalued,

since economic development
is thought to depend princi-
pally on completely free mar-
kets. Labour is thus regarded
as a variable dependent on
economic and financial mech-
anisms. In this regard, I
would reaffirm that human
dignity and economic, social
and political factors, demand
that we continue 'to prioritise
the goal of access to steady
employment for everyone'. If
this ambitious goal is to be re-
alised, one prior condition is
a fresh outlook on work,

based on ethical principles and spiritual values that
reinforce the notion of work as a fundamental good
for the individual, for the family and for society.
Corresponding to this good are a duty and a right
that demand courageous new policies of universal
employment.

cont’d on Pg 8 
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“In many quarters it is now recognized that a new
model of development is needed, as well as a new
approach to the economy. Both integral, sustainable
development in solidarity and the common good re-
quire a correct scale of goods and values which can
be structured with God as the ultimate point of ref-
erence. It is not enough to have many different
means and choices at one’s disposal, however good
these may be. Both the wide variety of goods foster-
ing development and the presence of a wide range
of choices must be employed against the horizon of
a good life, an upright conduct that acknowledges
the primacy of the spiritual and the call to work for
the common good. Otherwise they lose their real
value, and end up becoming new idols.

“In order to emerge from the present financial and
economic crisis – which has engendered ever greater
inequalities – we need people, groups and institu-
tions which will promote life by fostering human
creativity, in order to draw from the crisis itself an
opportunity for discernment and for a new eco-
nomic model. The predominant model of recent
decades called for seeking maximum profit and con-
sumption, on the basis of an individualistic and self-
ish mindset, aimed at considering individuals solely
in terms of their ability to meet the demands of com-
petitiveness. Yet, from another standpoint, true and
lasting success is attained through the gift of our-
selves, our intellectual abilities and our entrepre-
neurial skills, since a 'liveable' or truly human
economic development requires the principle of gra-
tuitousness as an expression of fraternity and the
logic of gift. Concretely, in economic activity, peace-
makers are those who establish bonds of fairness
and reciprocity with their colleagues, workers,

clients and consumers. They engage in economic ac-
tivity for the sake of the common good and they ex-
perience this commitment as something
transcending their self-interest, for the benefit of
present and future generations. Thus they work not
only for themselves, but also to ensure for others a
future and a dignified employment.

“In the economic sector, states in particular need to
articulate policies of industrial and agricultural de-
velopment concerned with social progress and the
growth everywhere of constitutional and demo-
cratic states. The creation of ethical structures for
currency, financial and commercial markets is also
fundamental and indispensable; these must be sta-
bilised and better coordinated and controlled so as
not to prove harmful to the very poor. With greater
resolve than has hitherto been the case, the concern
of peacemakers must also focus upon the food crisis,
which is graver than the financial crisis. The issue of
food security is once more central to the interna-
tional political agenda, as a result of inter- related
crises, including sudden shifts in the price of basic
foodstuffs, irresponsible behaviour by some eco-
nomic actors and insufficient control on the part of
governments and the international community. To
face this crisis, peacemakers are called to work to-
gether in a spirit of solidarity, from the local to the
international level, with the aim of enabling farmers,
especially in small rural holdings, to carry out their
activity in a dignified and sustainable way from the
social, environmental and economic points of view. 

cont’d on Pg 9 

BUILDING THE GOOD OF PEACE THROUGH

A NEW MODEL OF DEVELOPMENT

AND ECONOMICS
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EDUCATION FOR A CULTURE OF PEACE:
THE ROLE OF THE FAMILY

AND INSTITUTIONS

“I wish to reaffirm forcefully that the various peace-
makers are called to cultivate a passion for the com-
mon good of the family and for social justice, and a
commitment to effective social education.

“No one should ignore or under-
estimate the decisive role of the
family, which is the basic cell of
society from the demographic,
ethical, pedagogical, economic

and political standpoints. The
family has a natural vocation to

promote life: it ac-
companies individ-
uals as they mature
and it encourages
mutual growth

and enrichment
t h r o u g h

c a r i n g
and shar-

ing. 

The Christian family in particular serves as a
seedbed for personal maturation according to the
standards of divine love. The family is one of the in-
dispensable social subjects for the achievement of a
culture of peace. The rights of parents and their pri-
mary role in the education of their children in the

area of morality and religion must be safeguarded.
It is in the family that peacemakers, tomorrow’s pro-
moters of a culture of life and love, are born and
nurtured.

“Religious communities are involved in a special
way in this immense task of education for peace.
The Church believes that she shares in this great re-
sponsibility as part of the new evangelisation, which
is centred on conversion to the truth and love of
Christ and, consequently, the spiritual and moral re-
birth of individuals and societies. Encountering
Jesus Christ shapes peacemakers, committing them
to fellowship and to overcoming injustice.

“Cultural institutions, schools and universities have
a special mission of peace. They are called to make
a notable contribution not only to the formation of
new generations of leaders, but also to the renewal
of public institutions, both national and interna-
tional. They can also contribute to a scientific reflec-
tion which will ground economic and financial
activities on a solid anthropological and ethical
basis. Today’s world, especially the world of poli-
tics, needs to be sustained by fresh thinking and a
new cultural synthesis so as to overcome purely
technical approaches and to harmonise the various
political currents with a view to the common good.
The latter, seen as an ensemble of positive interper-
sonal and institutional relationships at the service
of the integral growth of individuals and groups, is
at the basis of all true education for peace.

The family is one of the indispensable
social subjects for the achievement of
a culture of peace. 
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“In the end, we see clearly the need to propose and
promote a pedagogy of peace. This calls for a rich
interior life, clear and valid moral points of refer-
ence, and appropriate attitudes and lifestyles. Acts
of peacemaking converge for the achievement of the
common good; they create interest in peace and cul-
tivate peace. Thoughts, words and gestures of peace
create a mentality and a culture of peace, and a re-
spectful, honest and cordial atmosphere. There is a
need, then, to teach people to love one another, to
cultivate peace and to live with good will rather
than mere tolerance. A fundamental encourage-
ment to this is 'to say no to revenge, to recognize in-
justices, to accept apologies without looking for
them, and finally, to forgive', in such a way that
mistakes and offences can be acknowledged in
truth, so as to move forward together towards rec-
onciliation. This requires the growth of a pedagogy
of pardon. Evil is in fact overcome by good, and jus-
tice is to be sought in imitating God the Father Who
loves all His children. This is a slow process, for it
presupposes a spiritual evolution, an education in
lofty values, a new vision of human history. There
is a need to renounce that false peace promised by
the idols of this world along with the dangers which
accompany it, that false peace which dulls con-
sciences, which leads to self-absorption, to a with-
ered existence lived in indifference. The pedagogy
of peace, on the other hand, implies activity, com-
passion, solidarity, courage and perseverance.

“Jesus embodied all these attitudes in His own life,
even to the complete gift of Himself, even to 'losing
His life'. He promises His disciples that sooner or
later they will make the extraordinary discovery to
which I originally alluded, namely that God is in the
world, the God of Jesus, fully on the side of man.

Here I would recall the prayer asking God to make
us instruments of His peace, to be able to bring His
love wherever there is hatred, His mercy wherever
there is hurt, and true faith wherever there is doubt.
For our part, let us join Blessed John XXIII in asking
God to enlighten all leaders so that, besides caring
for the proper material welfare of their peoples,
they may secure for them the precious gift of peace,
break down the walls which divide them,
strengthen the bonds of mutual love, grow in un-
derstanding, and pardon those who have done
them wrong; in this way, by His power and inspi-
ration all the peoples of the earth will experience
fraternity, and the peace for which they long will
ever flourish and reign among them.

“With this prayer I express my hope that all will be
true peacemakers, so that the city of man may grow
in fraternal harmony, prosperity and peace.”

A PEDAGOGY FOR PEACEMAKERS

Pope Benedict XVI
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CCSJ RESOURCES

DVD Series of 2012 “Ask Why”  TV Programme 

Take-a-Bite DVD Series 

Responses to 101 Questions on Catholic Social
Teaching (KR Himes) $80.00

Compendium of The Social Doctrine of the Church
(Pontifical Council for J&P ) $140.00

Audio CD of staff at Archbishop’s House praying
the Divine Mercy Rosary, with a link between Sa-
cred Space and Social Justice. Music by Gregory
Wong Fu Sue.

See link on CCSJ’s Website. A DVD is being prepared for distri-
bution. 

CONTACT US:
Lorna Chee Wah: 290-1635          Leela Ramdeen: 299-8945                  

E-mail: socialjustice@rcpos.org               Website: http://rcsocialjusticett.org   

SOCIAL JUSTICE RESOURCES NOW AVAILABLE
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