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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
for the celebration of the 52" World Day of Peace: 1 January 2019

Theme: Good politics Is at the service of peace

May the dream of
Peace take flight

"Peace is like the hope which the poet Charles Péguy celebrated. It is
like a delicate flower struggling to blossom on the stony ground of
violence. We know that the thirst for power at any price leads to abuses
and injustice. Politics is an essential means of building human
community and institutions, but when political life is not seen as a form
of service to society as a whole, it can become a means of oppression,

marginalization and even destruction."
(Pope Francis, 52" World Day of Peace Message, Jan 2019).
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Introduction by Leela Ramdeen, Chair, CCSJ:

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, in this issue of our Newsletter, CCSJ shares with
you Pope Francis’ Message to celebrate the 52nd World Day of Peace - 1 January 2019. The
World Day of Peace was instituted by St. Pope Paul V1 in 1968. It is celebrated each year on the
first day of January.

The title of Pope Francis Message for 2019 is: Good politics is at the service of peace. It is
divided into 7 Chapters: *Peace be to this house, *The challenge of good politics, *Charity and
human virtues: the basis of politics at the service of human rights and peace, *Political vices,
*Good politics promotes the participation of the young and trust in others, *No to war and to the
strategy of fear, and *A great project of peace.

As we read his message, let us link it to our Draft Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan, remembering, as
the Holy Father states, that "Bringing peace is central to the mission of Christ’s disciples.” He
describes peace as being like “a delicate flower struggling to blossom on the stony ground of
violence." His Message is addressed "to all those men and women who hope for peace amid the
tragedies and violence of human history,”

The quotation on the front page of this Newsletter highlights the challenge of good politics. Our
Church has always promoted "servant leadership”. Pope Francis reminds us of Jesus' words: “if
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all” (Mk 9:35).

He warns us, however, that: "when the exercise of political power aims only at protecting the
interests of a few privileged individuals, the future is compromised and young people can be
tempted to lose confidence, since they are relegated to the margins of society without the
possibility of helping to build the future.”

The Holy Father is concerned about the growing threat to peace in today’s world. He says the
world is engaged in "a third world war, piecemeal.” He identifies virtues and vices attached to
politics; warning that “politics also has its share of vices, whether due to personal incompetence
or to flaws in the system and its institutions. Clearly, these vices detract from the credibility of
political life overall, as well as the authority, decisions and actions of those engaged in it."

These vices, "which undermine the ideal of an authentic democracy, bring disgrace to public life
and threaten social harmony. We think of corruption in its varied forms: corruption, which
includes the misappropriation of public resources, the exploitation of individuals, the denial of
rights, the flouting of community rules, dishonest gain, the justification of power by force or
the arbitrary appeal to raison d’état and the refusal to relinquish power.” Other vices he lists
includes xenophobia, racism, lack of concern for the natural environment, the plundering of
natural resources for the sake of quick profit and "contempt for those forced into exile."”

He encourages leaders "to practise those human virtues that sustain all sound political activity:
justice, equality, mutual respect, sincerity, honesty, fidelity," and offers examples from the
"Beatitudes of a Politician", proposed by Vietnamese Cardinal Francois-Xavier Nguyén Van
Thuan, who died in 2002. Note his sound advice that:"If exercised with basic respect for the life,
freedom and dignity of persons, political life can indeed become an outstanding form of
charity."
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He is a realist and recognises that “human relations are complex, especially in our own times,
marked by a climate of mistrust rooted in the fear of others or of strangers, or anxiety about
one’s personal security.” Sadly, he says, such attitudes are also seen "at the political level, in
attitudes of rejection or forms of nationalism that call into question the fraternity of which our
globalized world has such great need. Today more than ever, our societies need ‘artisans of
peace' who can be messengers and authentic witnesses of God the Father, who wills the good and
the happiness of the human family."

Recalling the end of the First World War, 100 years ago, he once again makes the Church's
view clear: "No to war and to the strategy of fear." He states: "...we are more conscious than
ever of the terrible lesson taught by fratricidal wars: peace can never be reduced solely to a
balance between power and fear...an escalation of intimidation, and the uncontrolled
proliferation of arms, is contrary to morality and the search for true peace. Terror exerted over
those who are most vulnerable contributes to the exile of entire populations who seek a place of
peace."

He touches on issues of migration and poverty: "Political addresses that tend to blame every evil
on migrants and to deprive the poor of hope are unacceptable. Rather, there is a need to reaffirm
that peace is based on respect for each person, whatever his or her background, on respect for the
law and the common good, on respect for the environment entrusted to our care and for the
richness of the moral tradition inherited from past generations."

His thoughts are with "children currently living in areas of conflict...One out of every six
children in our world is affected by the violence of war or its effects, even when they are not
enrolled as child soldiers or held hostage by armed groups."

He reminds us that as we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, we mustalso remember the observation of St. Pope John XXIII: "Man’s
awareness of his rights must inevitably lead him to the recognition of his duties. The possession
of rights involves the duty of implementing those rights, for they are the expression of a man’s
personal dignity. And the possession of rights also involves their recognition and respect by
others".

He concludes his message by emphasising that: "Peace, in effect, is the fruit of a great political
project grounded in the mutual responsibility and interdependence of human beings. But it is also
a challenge that demands to be taken up ever anew. It entails a conversion of heart and soul; it is
both interior and communal.”

He identifies three inseparable aspects of peace: first, "peace with oneself, rejecting
inflexibility, anger and impatience"”; second, "peace with others: family members, friends,
strangers, the poor and the suffering, being unafraid to encounter them and listen to what they
have to say"; and, third, "peace with all creation, rediscovering the grandeur of God’s gift and
our individual and shared responsibility as inhabitants of this world, citizens and builders of
the future.”

Let us all resolve to be "artisans of peace" in 2019 and beyond. Happy New Year!

Leela



MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS
POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE
52nd WORLD DAY OF PEACE
1 JANUARY 2019

Theme: Good politics is at the service of peace

1. “Peace be to this house!”

In sending his disciples forth on mission, Jesus told them: “Whatever house you
enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!” And if a son of peace is there, your peace
shall rest upon him; but if not, it shall return to you” (Lk 10:5-6).

Bringing peace is central to t
to all those men and women who long for peace amid the tragedies and violence
that mark human history.[1]The “house” of which Jesus speaks is every family,
community, country and continent, in all their diversity and history. It is first and
foremost each individual person, without distinction or discrimination. But it is
also our “common home”: the world in which God has placed us and which we are
called to care for and cultivate. So let this be my greeting at the beginning of the
New Year: “Peace be to this house!
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2. The challenge of good politics

Peace is like the hope which the poet Charles Péguy celebrated.[2] It is like a
delicate flower struggling to blossom on the stony ground of violence. We know
that the thirst for power at any price leads to abuses and injustice. Politics is an
essential means of building human community and institutions, but when political
life is not seen as a form of service to society as a whole, it can become a means of
oppression, marginalization and even destruction.

Jesus tells us that, “if anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of
all” (Mk 9:35). In the words of Pope Paul VI, “to take politics seriously at its
different levels — local, regional, national and worldwide — is to affirm the duty of
each individual to acknowledge the reality and value of the freedom offered him to
work at one and the same time for the good of the city, the nation and all
mankind”.[3]

Political office and political responsibility thus constantly challenge those called to
the service of their country to make every effort to protect those who live there and
to create the conditions for a worthy and just future. If exercised with basic respect
for the life, freedom and dignity of persons, political life can indeed become an
outstanding form of charity.

World peace can be achieved
When, in each person,

The power of Gpvc

'Rclprp

aces the fove of}powqf,,

- Sri (..‘lifnmoy



http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20181208_messaggio-52giornatamondiale-pace2019.html#_ftn2
http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20181208_messaggio-52giornatamondiale-pace2019.html#_ftn3

3. Charity and human virtues: the basis of politics at the service of

human rights and peace

Pope Benedict XVI noted that “every Christian is called to practise charity in a
manner corresponding to his vocation and according to the degree of influence he
wields in the pdlis... When animated by charity, commitment to the common good
has greater worth than a merely secular and political stand would have... Man’s
earthly activity, when inspired and sustained by charity, contributes to the building
of the universal city of God, which is the goal of the history of the human
family”.[4] This is a programme on which all politicians, whatever their culture or
religion, can agree, if they wish to work together for the good of the human family
and to practise those human virtues that sustain all sound political activity: justice,
equality, mutual respect, sincerity, honesty, fidelity.

In this regard, it may be helpful to recall the “Beatitudes of the Politician”,
proposed by Vietnamese Cardinal Frangois-Xavier Nguyén Van Thuan, a faithful
witness to the Gospel who died in 2002:

Blessed be the politician with a lofty sense and deep understanding of his role.
Blessed be the politician who personally exemplifies credibility.

Blessed be the politician who works for the common good and not his or her own
interest.

Blessed be the politician who remains consistent.

Blessed be the politician who works for unity.

Blessed be the politician who works to accomplish radical change.

Blessed be the politician who is capable of listening.

Blessed be the politician who is without fear.[5]

Every election and re-election, and every stage of public life, is an opportunity to
return to the original points of reference that inspire justice and law. One thing is
certain: good politics is at the service of peace. It respects and promotes
fundamental human rights, which are at the same time mutual obligations, enabling
a bond of trust and gratitude to be forged between present and future generations.
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4. Political vices

Sadly, together with its virtues, politics also has its share of vices, whether due to
personal incompetence or to flaws in the system and its institutions. Clearly, these
vices detract from the credibility of political life overall, as well as the authority,
decisions and actions of those engaged in it. These vices, which undermine the
ideal of an authentic democracy, bring disgrace to public life and threaten social
harmony. We think of corruption in its varied forms: the misappropriation of
public resources, the exploitation of individuals, the denial of rights, the flouting of
community rules, dishonest gain, the justification of power by force or the arbitrary
appeal to raison d’état and the refusal to relinquish power. To which we can add
xenophobia, racism, lack of concern for the natural environment, the plundering of
natural resources for the sake of quick profit and contempt for those forced into
exile.
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5. Good politics promotes the participation of the young and trust in others

When the exercise of political power aims only at protecting the interests of a few
privileged individuals, the future is compromised and young people can be tempted
to lose confidence, since they are relegated to the margins of society without the
possibility of helping to build the future. But when politics concretely fosters the
talents of young people and their aspirations, peace grows in their outlook and on
their faces. It becomes a confident assurance that says, “I trust you and with you |
believe” that we can all work together for the common good. Politics is at the
service of peace if it finds expression in the recognition of the gifts and abilities of
each individual.
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“What could be more beautiful than an outstretched hand? It was meant by God to
offer and to receive. God did not want it to kill (cf. Gen 4:1ff) or to inflict
suffering, but to offer care and help in life. Together with our heart and our
intelligence, our hands too can become a means of dialogue”.[6]

Everyone can contribute his or her stone to help build the common home.
Authentic political life, grounded in law and in frank and fair relations between
individuals, experiences renewal whenever we are convinced that every woman,
man and generation brings the promise of new relational, intellectual, cultural and
spiritual energies. That kind of trust is never easy to achieve, because human
relations are complex, especially in our own times, marked by a climate of mistrust
rooted in the fear of others or of strangers, or anxiety about one’s personal security.
Sadly, it is also seen at the political level, in attitudes of rejection or forms of
nationalism that call into question the fraternity of which our globalized world has
such great need. Today more than ever, our societies need “artisans of peace” who
can be messengers and authentic witnesses of God the Father, who wills the good
and the happiness of the human family.
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6. No to war and to the strategy of fear

A hundred years after the end of the First World War, as we remember the young
people killed in those battles and the civilian populations torn apart, we are more
conscious than ever of the terrible lesson taught by fratricidal wars: peace can
never be reduced solely to a balance between power and fear. To threaten others is
to lower them to the status of objects and to deny their dignity. This is why we
state once more that an escalation of intimidation, and the uncontrolled
proliferation of arms, is contrary to morality and the search for true peace. Terror
exerted over those who are most vulnerable contributes to the exile of entire
populations who seek a place of peace. Political addresses that tend to blame every
evil on migrants and to deprive the poor of hope are unacceptable. Rather, there is
a need to reaffirm that peace is based on respect for each person, whatever his or
her background, on respect for the law and the common good, on respect for the
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environment entrusted to our care and for the richness of the moral tradition
inherited from past generations.

Our thoughts turn in a particular way to all those children currently living in areas
of conflict, and to all those who work to protect their lives and defend their rights.
One out of every six children in our world is affected by the violence of war or its
effects, even when they are not enrolled as child soldiers or held hostage by armed
groups. The witness given by those who work to defend them and their dignity is
most precious for the future of humanity.
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7. A great project of peace

In these days, we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, adopted in the wake of the Second World War. In this context,
let us also remember the observation of Pope John XXIII: “Man’s awareness of his
rights must inevitably lead him to the recognition of his duties. The possession of
rights involves the duty of implementing those rights, for they are the expression of
a man’s personal dignity. And the possession of rights also involves their
recognition and respect by others”.[7]
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Peace, In effect, is the fruit of a great political project grounded in the mutual
responsibility and interdependence of human beings. But it is also a challenge that
demands to be taken up ever anew. It entails a conversion of heart and soul; it is
both interior and communal; and it has three inseparable aspects:

- peace with oneself, rejecting inflexibility, anger and impatience; in the words of
Saint Francis de Sales, showing “a bit of sweetness towards oneself” in order to
offer ““a bit of sweetness to others”;

- peace with others: family members, friends, strangers, the poor and the suffering,
being unafraid to encounter them and listen to what they have to say;

- peace with all creation, rediscovering the grandeur of God’s gift and our
individual and shared responsibility as inhabitants of this world, citizens and
builders of the future.
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The politics of peace, conscious of and deeply concerned for every situation of
human vulnerability, can always draw inspiration from the Magnificat, the hymn
that Mary, the Mother of Christ the Saviour and Queen of Peace, sang in the name
of all mankind: “He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. He has
shown the strength of his arm; he has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has
cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly; ...for he has
remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham
and his children for ever” (Lk 1:50-55).

From the Vatican, 8 December 2018 (Released on 18 December, 2018)
Francis

Diving Into The Earmarks of Discipleship

MUTUAL
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[1] Cf. Lk 2:14: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with
whom he is pleased”.

[2] Cf. Le Porche du mystére de la deuxieme vertu, Paris, 1986.

[3] Apostolic Letter Octogesima Adveniens (14 May 1971), 46.

[4] Encyclical Letter Caritas in Veritate (29 June 2009), 7.

[5] Cf. Address at the “Civitas” Exhibition-Convention in Padua: “30 Giorni”, no.
5, 2002.

[6] BENEDICT XVI, Address to the Authorities of Benin, Cotonou, 19 November
2011.

[7] Encyclical Letter Pacem in Terris (11 April 1963), ed. Carlen, 24.
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What can you do to

promote world peace? Go

home and love your family.
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Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace (September 30, 2016)

Lord Jesus,

we adore your cross

which frees us from sin, the origin of every division and evil;

we proclaim your resurrection,

which ransoms man from the slavery of failure and death;

we await your coming in glory,

which will bring to fulfillment your kingdom of justice, joy and peace.
Lord Jesus,

by your glorious passion,

conquer the hardness of our hearts, imprisoned by hatred and selfishness;
by the power of your resurrection,

save the victims of injustice and maltreatment from their suffering;

by the fidelity of your coming,

confound the culture of death and make the triumph of life shine forth.,
Lord Jesus,

unite to your cross the sufferings of the many innocent victims:

the children, the elderly, and the persecuted Christians;

envelop in paschal light those who are deeply wounded:

abused persons, deprived of freedom and dignity;

let those who live in uncertainty experience the enduring constancy of your
kingdom: the exiles, refugees, and those who have lost the joy of living.
Lord Jesus,

cast forth the shadow of your cross over peoples at war;

may they learn the way of reconciliation, dialogue and forgiveness;

let the peoples so wearied by bombing experience the joy of your resurrection:
raise up Irag and Syria from devastation;

reunite your dispersed children under your gentle kingship:

sustain Christians in the Diaspora and grant them the unity of faith and love.
O Virgin Mary, Queen of peace,

you who stood at the foot of the cross,

obtain from your Son pardon for our sins;

you who never doubted the victory of his resurrection,

sustain our faith and our hope;

you who are enthroned as Queen in glory,

teach us the royal road of service and the glory of love.

Amen.
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Saint Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;

Where there is hatred, let me sow charity;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is error, the truth;

Where there is doubt, the faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light; and

Where there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master,

Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console;
To be understood as to understand,;

To be loved as to love;

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying to ourselves that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

I cannot do all
the good that the
world needs,
but the world needs
all the good that
I can do.

;ﬂ Making money and doing
$ good in the world are not
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Peace;Takes Everyone
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Desmond Tutu

Good politics starts with empathy,

proceeds to analysis, then sets out values

and establishes the vision, before getting
to the nitty-gritty of policy solutions.

“THOSE WHO
LOVE
MUST LEARNA'IS'O
EFFECTIVELY
AS THOSE WHO
LOVE WAR.”

Martin Luther King Jr.
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CONFLI

Nelson Mandela
Ronald Reagan

CONTACT CCSJ

Office: Lorna Chee Wah/Cheryl Wallace: 622 6680
Chair of CCSJ: Leela Ramdeen: 299-8945
E-mail: socialjustice@rcpos.org

Website: http://rcsocialjusticett.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ccsjtt
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