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The “door of faith”

(Acts 14:27) is always open for
us, ushering us into the life
of communion with God and
offering emntry into his
Church. It is possible to
cross that threshold when the
word of God is proclaimed
and the heart allows itself to
be shaped by transforming
grace. To enter through that
door is to set out on a
journey that lasts a lifetime.
It begins with baptism.

(Porta Fidei, Pope Benedict XVI)




ear brothers and sisters in Christ, once
again CCSJ joins the national Catholic
community in observing Respect For
Life Week (RFLW) which will run from Saturday 6
October to Saturday 13 October 2012. CCS]J has cho-
sen this week to coincide with the following:
© On 11 October The Year of Faith, declared by Pope
Benedict XV1, commences. It will conclude on No-
vember 24, 2013, the Feast of Christ the King. The
Vatican has established a website relating to The
Year of Faith - http:/lwww.annusfidei.valcon-
tent/novaevangelizatiolen.html

© October 11th is also the 20th anniversary of the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church

TYF also marks the 50th anniversary of the opening

of the Second Vatican Council which was opened
under Pope John XXIII on 11 October 1962 and closed

under Pope Paul VI on 8 December 1965

° The Assembly of the Synod of Bishops will meet in
Rome from 7 — 28 October on the theme “The new
evangelization for the transmission of the Christian
faith.” The Lineamenta, the preparatory document for
the Synod, is worth reading. It tells us, among other
things, that the entire Catholic Church is in need of a
new evangelisation which has a new focus, new meth-
ods, and new energy.

In light of the above, CCSJ’s theme for RFLW this
year is: Respect Life: Be living witnesses to our
Faith. In our Archdiocese we are striving to revital-
ize Catholic Culture and Identity. To achieve this
goal we must commit ourselves to rediscover the
vocation to be Catholic so that the practice of our
faith and parish /community involvement will lead
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to a deeper
discipleship
and commit-
ment to
Church and to
community.

In Acts 1:8 we
read: “You B
will be my

.to the ends of the earth.” To be true wit-
nesses we must have a close encounter with Christ.

witnesses..

Only then can we really meet the many challenges
we face and address the needs of our time. In his
Apostolic Letter to declare The Year of Faith - ‘Porta
fidei (“The door of faith” (Acts 14:27), Pope Benedict
XVI tells us that The Year of Faith is a “summons to
an authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord,
the One Saviour of the world.” He reminds us of the
need “to rediscover the journey of faith so as to shed
ever clearer light on the joy and renewed enthusi-
asm of the encounter with Christ.

During The Year of Faith, the Holy Father urges to
read /study the four Constitutions or “pillars of the
Council”: Lumen Gentium — on the Church; Sacro-
sanctum Concilium — on the Sacred liturgy; Dei Ver-

bum - on Divine Revelation; Gaudium et Spes — on

aturday 6th

Saturday 13tk
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the Church in the Modern World. See also the nine
decrees and three declarations.

The declarations are: Gravissimum Educationis — on
Christian Education; Nostra Aetate — on the Rela-

tion of the Church to non-Christian Religions; Dig-
nitatis Humanae - on Religious Freedom. He
encourages us to learn about the great figures of our
Faith e.g. Mary, the Apostles, the saints, martyrs,
and confessors (Porta Fidei, 13); and to intensify our
witness of charity, which is faith in action. He says:
“Intent on gathering the signs of the times in the
present of history, faith commits every one of us to
become a living sign of the presence of the Risen
Lord in the world. What the world is in particular

need of today is the credible witness of people en-
lightened in mind and heart by the word of the
Lord, and capable of opening the hearts and minds
of many to the desire for God and for true life, life
without end.” Porta Fidei, 15.

In this issue of Parish Link, CCS]J shares with you
important information relating to RFLW, including
extracts from a Note with Pastoral recommenda-
tions for the Year of Faith issued by the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith. The Note contains
“proposals for ways to live the upcoming Year of
Faith, from the universal to the personal level.” Let
us reflect on these as we strive to be living witnesses
to our Faith.

Extracts from:
Pastoral recommendations for the Year of Faith by the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

his year will be a propitious occasion for the
faithful to understand more profoundly that
the foundation of Christian faith is “the en-
counter with an event, a person, which gives life a
new horizon and a decisive direction.” [1]
Founded on the encounter with the Risen Christ,
faith can be rediscovered in its wholeness and all
its splendour. “In our days too faith is a gift to re-
discover, to cultivate and to bear witness to” be-
cause the Lord “grants each one of us to live the
beauty and joy of being Christians.”[2]...

The Year of Faith is intended to contribute to a
renewed conversion to the Lord Jesus and to the re-
discovery of faith, so that the members of the
Church will be credible and joy-filled witnesses to
the Risen Lord in the world of today - capable of
leading those many people who are seeking it to the
“door of faith.” This “door” opens wide man’s gaze
to Jesus Christ, present among us “always, until the

end of the age” (Mt 28:20).
He shows us how “the art
of living” is learned “in an

)
=
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intense relationship with
him.”[13]
“Through his love, Jesus

Christ attracts to himself the people of every gen-
eration: in every age he convokes the Church, en-
trusting her with the proclamation of the Gospel by
a mandate that is ever new. Today too, there is a
need for stronger ecclesial commitment to new
evangelization in order to rediscover the joy of be-
lieving and the enthusiasm for communicating the
faith.”[14]

At the invitation of Pope Benedict XVI,[15] the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in con-
sultation with the competent Dicasteries of the
Holy See and with the contribution of the Commit-
tee for the Preparation of the Year of Faith,[16] has
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drawn up this Note, with some recommendations
for living this time of grace, without precluding
other initiatives which the Holy Spirit will inspire
among Pastors and faithful in various parts of the
world.

RECOMMENDATIONS

“I know him in whom I have believed” (2 Tm 1:12).
These words of St Paul help us to understand that
faith is “first of all a personal adherence of man to
God. At the same time, and inseparably, it is a free
assent to the whole truth that God has re-
vealed.”[17] Faith which is a personal trust in the
Lord and the faith which we profess in the Creed
are inseparable; they focus on each other and they
require each other. There exists a profound bond
between the lived faith and its contents. The faith
of the Witnesses and Confessors is also the faith of
the Apostles and Doctors of the Church.

Thus, the following recommendations for the Year
of Faith desire to aid both the encounter with Christ
through authentic witnesses to faith, and the ever-
greater understanding of its contents. These pro-
posals are intended as examples to encourage a
ready response to the invitation of the Holy Father
to live fully this Year as a special “time of
grace.”[18] The joyous rediscovery of faith can also
contribute to consolidate the unity and communion
among the different bodies that make up the wider
family of the Church.

I. ON THE LEVEL OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH
1. The main ecclesial event at the beginning of the
Year of Faith will be the XIII General Assembly of
the Ordinary Synod of Bishops, convoked by Pope
Benedict XVI in October 2012, dedicated to The
New Evangelization for the Transmission of the
Christian Faith. During this Synod, on 11 October
2012, there will be a solemn celebration of the be-
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ginning of the Year of Faith, in remembrance of the
fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Second
Vatican Council.

2. In the Year of Faith pilgrimages of the faithful to
the See of Peter are to be encouraged, to profess
faith in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in
unity with him who today is called to confirm his
brothers and sisters in the faith (cfr. Lk 22:32). It is
also important to promote pilgrimages to the Holy
Land, the place which first saw the presence of
Jesus, the Saviour, and Mary, his Mother.

3. During this Year, it will be helpful to invite the
faithful to turn with particular devotion to Mary,
model of the Church, who “shines forth to the
whole community of the elect as the model of
virtues.”[19] Therefore, every initiative that helps
the faithful to recognize the special role of Mary in
the mystery of salvation, love her and follow her as
a model of faith and virtue is to be encouraged. To
this end it would be proper to organize pilgrim-
ages, celebrations and gatherings at the major Mar-
ian shrines.

4. The next World Youth Day, in Rio de Janeiro in
July 2013, will offer a special occasion for the young
to experience the joy which comes from faith in the
Lord Jesus and communion with the Holy Father,
in the greater family of the Church.

5.1t is hoped that many symposia, conferences and
large gatherings will be held, even at the interna-
tional level, to encourage encounters with authentic
witness to the faith and to promote understanding
of the contents of Catholic doctrine. Noting how,
still today, the Word of God continues to grow and
spread, it will be important to give witness that “all
the anguish and all the longing of the human heart
finds fulfilment”[20] in Christ Jesus and that faith
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“becomes a new criterion of understanding and ac-
tion that changes the whole of man’s life.”[21]
Some conferences should be particularly dedicated
to the rediscovery of the teachings of Vatican
Council IL

6. The Year of Faith will offer a special opportunity
for all believers to deepen their knowledge of the
primary documents of the Second Vatican Council
and their study of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. This is especially true for candidates for
priesthood, particularly during the propeduetic
year or in their first years of theological studies, for
novices in Institutes of Consecrated Life and Soci-
eties of Apostolic Life, as well as for those in a pe-
riod of discernment for joining an Ecclesial
Association or Movement.

7. This Year will provide an auspicious time for a
more attentive reception of the homilies, catechesis,
addresses and other speeches and documents of
the Holy Father. Pastors, consecrated persons and
the lay faithful are invited to renew their efforts in
effective and heart-felt adherence to the teaching
of the Successor of Peter.

8. During the Year of Faith, in cooperation with the
Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian
Unity, various ecumenical initiatives are to be
planned, aimed at “the restoration of unity among
all Christians” which “is one of the principal con-
cerns of the Second Vatican Council.”[22] In par-
ticular, there will be a solemn ecumenical
celebration in which all of the baptized will reaf-

firm their faith in Christ.
9. A Secretariat to coordinate all of the different ini-

tiatives promoted by various Dicasteries of the
Holy See, or other events relevant to the Universal
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Church, will be established within the Pontifical
Council for the Promotion of the New Evangeliza-
tion. This Secretariat should be informed timely of
the main events and can also suggest appropriate
initiatives. The Secretariat will open a dedicated
website with the goal of making available useful
information regarding living out the Year of Faith
more effectively.

10. At the conclusion of this Year, on the Solemnity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King, there will
be a Eucharist celebrated by the Holy Father, in
which a solemn renewal of the profession of faith
will take place.

II. ON THE LEVEL OF EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES [23]
1. Episcopal Conferences, in light of the specific
mission of the Bishops as teachers and “heralds of
the faith,”[24] can dedicate a day of study to the
topic of faith, its personal witness and its transmis-
sion to new generations.

2. The republication in paperback and economical
editions of the Documents of Vatican Council I,
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and its Com-
pendium is to be promoted, as is the wider distri-
bution of these texts through electronic means and
modern technologies.

3. A renewed effort to translate the documents of
Vatican Council II and the Catechism of the
Catholic Church into languages which lack a trans-
lation is desirable. Initiatives of charitable support
to enable translations into the local languages of
mission countries, where the local Churches cannot
afford the expense, are to be encouraged. This
should be done under the guidance of the Congre-
gation for the Evangelization of Peoples.

cont’d on Pg 6
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4. Pastors should work to promote television and
radio transmissions, films and publications focusing
on the faith, its principles and content, as well as on
the ecclesial significance of the Second Vatican
Council. This should be done using the new styles
of communication, especially on the popular level,
making these things available to a wider public.

5. The Saints and the Blessed are the authentic wit-
nesses of the faith.[25] It is, therefore, opportune
that Episcopal Conferences work toward the dis-
semination of a knowledge of the local Saints of
their territory, also by modern means of social com-
munication.

6. The contemporary world is sensitive to the rela-
tionship between faith and art. It is, therefore, rec-
ommended that Episcopal Conferences maximize
the catechetical potential — possibly with ecumenical
cooperation — of the artistic patrimony of the region
entrusted to their pastoral care.

7. Educators in centers of theological studies, semi-
naries and Catholic universities should be encour-
aged in their teaching to demonstrate the relevance
within their various disciplines of the contents of
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and of the im-
plications derived from them.

8. It would be useful to arrange for the preparation
of pamphlets and leaflets of an apologetic nature
(cfr. 1 Pt 3:15), which should be done with the help
of theologians and authors. Every member of the
faithful would then be enabled to respond better to
the questions which arise in difficult contexts —
whether to do with sects, or the problems related to
secularism and relativism, or to questions “arising
from a changed mentality which, especially today,
limits the field of rational certainties to that of sci-
entific and technological discoveries,”[26] or to

other specific issues.

9. It is hoped that local catechisms and various cat-
echetical supplements in use in the particular
Churches would be examined to ensure their com-
plete conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic
Church.[27] Should a catechism or supplement be
found to be not totally in accord with the Catechism,
or should some lacunae be discovered, new ones
should be developed, following the example of
those Conferences which have already done so.

10. The Year of Faith will also be an appropriate
time to examine, in collaboration with the Congre-
gation for Catholic Education, the Ratio of forma-
tion for future priests, ensuring that the contents of
the Catechism for the Catholic Church are present
in their theological studies.
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III. AT THE DIOCESAN LEVEL
1. It is hoped that each particular Church would
have a celebration of the opening of the Year of
Faith and a solemn conclusion to it, in which to
“profess our faith in the Risen Lord in our cathe-
drals and in the churches of the whole world.”[28]

2. It would be desirable that each Diocese in the
world organize a study day on the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, particularly for its priests, conse-
crated persons and catechists. On this occasion, for
example, the Eastern Catholic Eparchies could hold
a meeting with their priests to give witness to their
specific experience and liturgical tradition in the one
faith in Christ. Also, in this way, young particular
Churches in mission territories would be able to
give renewed witness to that joy of faith which is so

often particular to them.

ership of the Bishop, catechetical events will be or-
ganized, especially for the youth and those search-
ing for a sense of life, helping them to discover the
beauty of ecclesial faith, promoting encounters with
meaningful witnesses to the faith.

5. It would be appropriate for each particular
Church to review the reception of Vatican Council
IT and the Catechism of the Catholic Church in its
own life and mission, particularly in the realm of
catechesis. This would provide the opportunity for
a renewal of commitment on the part of the cate-
chetical offices of the Dioceses which - supported by
the Commissions for Catechesis of the Episcopal
Conferences — have the duty to care for the theolog-
ical formation of catechists.

6. The continuing education of the clergy can be fo-
cused during this Year of Faith on the documents of

" Vatican Council II and on the Catechism of the
" Catholic Church, treating such themes as “the

3. Each Bishop could devote a pastoral letter of his
own to the topic of faith, keeping in mind the spe-
cific pastoral circumstances of the portion of the
faithful entrusted to him, reminding them of the im-
portance of the Second Vatican Council and of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

4. Tt is hoped that in each Diocese, under the lead-

n For Social Justice

proclamation of the Risen Christ”, “the Church -
sacrament of salvation”, “the mission of evangeliza-
tion in the world today”, “faith and disbelief”,
“faith, ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue”,

AT

“faith and eternal life”, “the hermeneutic of reform
in continuity” and “the Catechism in ordinary pas-

toral care.”

7. Bishops are invited to organize penitential cele-
brations, particularly during Lent, in which all can
ask for God’s forgiveness, especially for sins against
faith. This Year also provides an appropriate occa-
sion in which all can approach the Sacrament of
Penance with greater faith and more frequently.

8. It is hoped that there will be a renewed creative
dialogue between faith and reason in the academic
and artistic communities, through symposia, meet-
ings and days of study, especially at Catholic uni-
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versities, in order to demonstrate that “there cannot
be any conflict between faith and genuine science,
because both, albeit via different routes, tend to-
wards the truth.”[29]

9. It is also important to promote encounters with
those persons who, “while not claiming to have the
gift of faith, are nevertheless sincerely searching for
the ultimate meaning and definitive truth of their
lives and of the world,”[30] taking as an example the
dialogues of the Courtyard of the Gentiles, spon-
sored by the Pontifical Council for Culture.

10. The Year of Faith can be an opportunity to pay
greater attention to Catholic schools, which are a
perfect place to offer to students a living witness to
the Lord and to nurture their faith. This can be done
by making use of good catechetical tools, like the
Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church and Youcat.

IV. AT THE LEVEL OF THE PARISH/
COMMUNITY/ASSOCIATION/MOVEMENT
1. In preparation for the Year of Faith, all of the faith-

ful are invited to read closely and meditate upon
Pope Benedict XVI's Apostolic Letter, Porta fidei.

For Social Justice

2. The Year of Faith “will also be a good opportunity
to intensify the celebration of the faith in the liturgy,
especially in the Eucharist.”[31] In the Eucharist,
mystery of faith and source of the new evangeliza-
tion, the faith of the Church is proclaimed, cele-
brated and strengthened. All of the faithful are
invited to participate in the Eucharist actively, fruit-
fully and with awareness, in order to be authentic
witnesses of the Lord.

3. Priests should devote greater attention to the
study of the documents of Vatican Council IT and the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, drawing from
them resources for the pastoral care of their parishes
— catechesis, preaching, Sacramental preparation.
They should also offer cycles of homilies on the faith
or on certain specific aspects such as, for example,

“the encounter with Christ”, “the fundamental con-
tents of the Creed”, and “faith and the Church.”[32]

4. Catechists should hold more firmly to the doctri-
nal richness of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
and, under the direction of their pastors, offer guid-
ance in reading this precious document to groups of
faithful, working toward a deeper common under-
standing thereof, with the goal of creating small
communities of faith, and of giving witness to the
Lord Jesus.

5.1Itis hoped that there will be a renewed
commitment in parishes to the distribu-
tion of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, and of other resources appropri-
ate for families, which are true domestic
churches and the primary setting for the
transmission of the faith. This might be
done, for example, during the blessing of
homes, the Baptism of adults, Confirma-
tions and Marriages. This can contribute
to the deepening of Catholic teaching “in
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our homes and among our families, so that every-
one may feel a strong need to know better and to
transmit to future generations the faith of all
times.” [33]

6. The promotion of missions and other popular
programs in parishes and in the workplace can help
the faithful to rediscover the gift of Baptismal faith
and the task of giving witness, knowing that the
Christian vocation “by its very nature is also a vo-
cation to the apostolate.”[34]

7. During this time, members of Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and of Societies of Apostolic Life are
asked to work towards the new evangelization with
a renewed union to the Lord Jesus, each according
to their proper charism, in fidelity to the Holy Fa-
ther and to sound doctrine.

8. Contemplative communities, during the Year of
Faith, should pray specifically for the renewal of the
faith among the People of God and for a new im-
pulse for its transmission to the young.

9. Associations and Ecclesial Movements are invited

to promote specific initiatives which, through the
contribution of their proper charism and in collabo-
ration with their local Pastors, will contribute to the
wider experience of the Year of Faith. The new
Communities and Ecclesial Movements, in a cre-
ative and generous way, will be able to find the
most appropriate ways in which to offer their wit-
ness to the faith in service to the Church.

10. All of the faithful, called to renew the gift of
faith, should try to communicate their own experi-
ence of faith and charity[35] to their brothers and
sisters of other religions, with those who do not be-
lieve, and with those who are just indifferent. In this
way, it is hoped that the entire Christian people will
begin a kind of mission toward those with whom
they live and work, knowing that they “have wel-
comed the news of salvation which is meant for
every man.”[36]

CONCLUSION
Faith “is the lifelong companion that makes it pos-
sible to perceive, ever anew, the marvels that God
works for us. Intent on gathering the signs of the
times in the present of history, faith commits every
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one of us to become a living sign of the presence of
the Risen Lord in the world.”[37] Faith is both a per-
sonal and a communal act: it is a gift from God that
is lived in the communion of the Church and must
be communicated to the world. Every initiative for
the Year of Faith should be designed to aid in the
joyous rediscovery of the faith and its renewed
transmission. The recommendations provided here
have the goal of inviting all of the members of the
Church to work so that this Year may be a special
time in which we, as Christians, may share that
which is most dear to us: Christ Jesus, the Redeemer
of mankind, Universal King, “leader and perfecter
of faith” (Hb 12: 2).

Given in Rome, at the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith, on 6 January 2012, the Solemnity
of the Epiphany of the Lord.

William Cardinal Levada, Prefect

Luis F. Ladaria, S.]., Secretary
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J 24 Janvary 2012: N\ /' 13 March 2012:  \_
Theme: Pope’s Peace Message: Theme: Pope’s Lenten Message:
EDucaTING YOuNe PEOPLE IN JUSTICE AND PEACE WE Must NOT REMAIN SILENT BEFORE EviL:
Panellists: Kijana King, Nadine Bushell, SHow CONCERN FOR QTHERS.
Maureen Arneaud Panellists: Fr Clyde Harvey,
N Moderator: Leela Ramdeen Ve Fr Robert Christo.
N Moderator: Leela Ramdeen -

DVDs of J 24 April 2012: .

CCSJ’s Theme: ERADICATING CHILD ABUSE AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
”Ask Why" Panellists: Margaret Sampson-Browne - Manager of the
Television Police Service's Victim and Witness Support Unit

B Franklyn Dolly - CEO, Dolly and Associates -
rogrammes Professional Training and Coaching-

20 1 2 including trauma treatment
Phillip Alexander - Chair of The Jericho Project

~N Moderator: Leela Ramdeen Ve
J 26 June 2012: K 17 July 2012: .
Theme: OBSERVING UN INTERNATIONAL Day Theme: 50 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE:
AGAINST DRUG ABUSE AND ILLICIT TRAFFICKING TIME EOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL
Panellists: Hulsie Bhaggan - New Life Ministries Panellists: Fr Martin Sirju and
Esther Best - Director, T&T National Drug Council Deborah de Rosia

~N Moderator: Leela Ramdeen N Moderator: Leela Ramdeen Ve

SociaL Justice Resources Now AvAILABLE
Q. DVD Series of 2011 “Ask Why” Programme & Take-a-Bite DVD Series 2010
Q Responses to 101 Questions on Catholic Social Teaching (KR Himes) $80.00
Q, (uuupondium of The Social Doctrine of the Church (Pontifical Council for J&P ) $140.00
Q. Audio CD of staff at Archbishop’s House praying the Divine Mercy Rosary, with a link between
Sacred Space and Social Justice. Music by Gregory Wong Fu Sue.
See link on CCSJ’s Website. A DVD is being prepared for distribution.

For Social Justice G
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PLEASE SUPPORT CCSJ'S ACTIVITIES AND PLAN YOUR OWN IN
YOUR PARISHES, SCHOOLS ETC. TO OBSERVE
RESPECT FOR LIFE WEEK.

See Catholic News for Calendar of Events and for pull-ouf
Supplement of Prayers on Sunday 7 October
for use during RFLW.

RESPECT FOR LIFE WEEK

Commences with Sir Ellis Clarke Memorial Conference on
Saturday 6 October from 4:00 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.
at Assumption Parish Centre, Maraval.
Feature Speakers will be:
His Excellency, Archbishop Nicola Girasoli, Apostolic Nuncio
and Archbishop Joe Harris C.S.Sp.
The theme of the Conference will be:
Respect Life: Be living witnesses to our Faith.

Year of Faith Prayer

0 God, as you sent your Holy Spirit upon the early Church
in the fiery tongues and the mighty wind of Pentecost,
$o now, we ask you to send that same Spirit upon us
that we may go forth to proclaim the Gospel of €hrist to every creature.
We humbly pray that you deepen your Trinitarian life within us;
make us effective and holy witnesses of Jesus’ death and Resurrection;
help us to live our €atholic faith with such joy, conviction and love
that others will be drawn to the sacred mystery of your
Church and the powerful grace of the sacraments.
We implore you to make us ministers of your Word, in speech and action, in ¢truth and
charity, in the mystery of Jesus’ cross and the light of his resurrected glory.

Amen.
(Written by Auxiliary Bishop Donald J. Hying, Milwaukee, USA).

CONTACT US:
Lorna/Theresa: 290-1635 Leela Ramdeen: 299-8945
E-mail: socialjustice @rcpos.org Website: http://rcsocialjusticett.org
Want to start or expand a Social Justice Project in your parish?
Call Christine Walcott : CCSJ’s Parish Link Co-ordinator: 299-1587
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