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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE CATHOLIC COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE, ARCHDIOCESE OF 
PORT OF SPAIN

To provide a forum for networking, communication, information and motivation for parishes
________________________________________________________________________
From the Social Justice Parish 
Link Coordinator …..

A Brief Introduction
On March 1, I was appointed as the 
Parish Link Coordinator.  My portfolio 
is to serve as a link between parishes and 
the Catholic Commission for Social 
Justice.  I approach this not as a job but 
as a vocation since for the last 22 years 
of my life I have been studying and 
trying to work for Social Justice 
wherever I find myself, be it at school as 
a student, teacher or now as a 
Management Consultant and also as wife 
and mother.  Though I hail from Penal I 
like to say the Archdiocese is the Parish 
to which I belong and Morne Diable 
(Penal) is the community that sustains 
me.

CCSJ’s Vision
Our Church is ‘the sacrament of God’s 
presence’ in the world.  To be an 
effective sign of God’s presence we 
must not be static for our God is not 
static.  Gaudium et Spes (Church in the 
Modern World) reminds us that ‘the joys 
and hopes, the grief and anguish of the 
people of our time, especially of those 
who are poor or afflicted, are the joys 
and hopes, grief and anguish of the 
followers of Christ as well’.  Focusing 
on our mission from this point creates a 
vision for us that each Parish and its 
related communities must be this loving, 
saving presence for the community in 
which it is located.

To do this we must be sensitive to what 
is happening around us and in so doing 
we would make decisions in the light of 
Church’s Teachings and act to improve 
and sustain the lives of all people.
To respond as above is a challenge, but 
the commission will act as support in 
terms of education, resource materials, 
advisory and guidance.

Call to Live the Faith
As Christians, we are called to leave the 
comfort of the pews and begin to live 
our faith. We are God’s chosen people 
not God’s frozen people.  We need to 
make a personal commitment to rise to 
the challenge of critical thinking and 
explore the root causes of the many 
social problems in our society today.  
We need to use whatever resource we 
have at our disposal to be Christ-like and 
not just ‘hand a man a fish but teach him 
to fish as well’.  .   Continued on page 2…..

Our Church is great at Charity work but 
we must take this to a deeper level where 
we develop people as well so they can 
help themselves and others
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Call to Solidarity
The task outlined above seems too great 
to accomplish.  I agree that it is too great 
if we hold on to our turf and isolate 
ourselves.  We must work together at 
several levels and like the tiny ant we 
would build a house (God’s Kingdom) 
as big as the mountain, but we must act 
in Solidarity with each other.
Social Justice work, contrary to popular 
opinion, is not for the highly educated 
but for everybody, whether you are a 
catechist, altar server, lay minister or a 
cleaner of the Church.  We all have 
something to offer but the method of 
offering is important.  For instance, as 
catechist, how do we teach?  Do we 
allow children to think and learn through 
their experience (praxis method) or do 
we deliver a content that must be 
digested because we say so (banking 
system).  Social Justice will challenge us 
to meet people where they are at and 
hold their hands until they are where 

God created them to be.  A place where 
they are dignified.  
Social Justice work begins by us 
recognizing the dignity of the human 
person and that all life is sacred not 
innocent life being sacred but all life. 

The Coming Months
Each month I encourage you to submit 
your parish report which will help others 
by exposure. As part of the preparation 
for the upcoming Synod I encourage you 
to engage in Social Justice Activities.  
Training will be conducted at Vicarate 
level and we encourage you to do your 
best to avail yourselves to these.

I humbly place myself at your service 
and can be reached at:
 Bernadette Gopaul-Ramkhalawan
685-8859 or 
ccsjparishlink@yahoo.com.

Northern Vicarate…

Petit Valley

St. Anthony’s has been offering free medical care on Saturdays 
and some Sundays.  Free legal service is also offered every 
other Thursday.

Lucille Baptiste attended a Social Justice presentation given at 
the Northern Vicarate  Council Meeting.

The SVP team also supports the social justice ministry at this 
parish.  

It is hoped that with guidance, support and education they 
would be able to use the SEE, JUDGE, ACT principle to 
analyse the situation in their parish and creatively address root 
causes. 
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Suburban Vicarate…….

St. Joseph ….

Central Vicarate……

Gran Couva….

TRAINING

For those who missed the last 
rounds of workshop, other sessions 
will be conducted at Vicarate level.

More info. will be provided in 
Catholic News and from your 

Parish Link -Bernadette

MATERIALS AVAILABLE

�x Take a Bite DVD
�x 101 responses to Social 

Justice questions
�x Compendium
�x Encyclicals

�x Justice and Peace in a New 
Caribbean.

Focus is currently on educating parishioners about 
Social Justice via a newsletter.  It is hoped that this will 
empower people to act with justice and address issues.

Rose Osuji attended the “Take a Bite” Launch.

As a result of poor infrastructure in this community many 
people suffer the lack of proper education and the 

consequences of unemployment and poverty arises.  To 
address this a pre-school and adult education programme 
started.  This program was sustained by the efforts of Sr. 

Dianne Jagdeo and her empowered team of villagers.  
This programme has proved successful over time since 
those who were once clients of the programme are now 

employees.
Gran Couva pays tribute to Sr. D. Jagdeo.  May she rest 

in Peace.

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


4

South Vicarate…..

La Brea…..

East Vicarate…..

La Horquetta…..

CALLING  ALL YOUTHS

Your Church needs your 
energy NOW.  Become part 

of the Social Justice Ministry 
in your Parish and empower 

others.
Contact your Link Team or Bernadette at 

685-8859

Next Issue…..

Parish Updates
Know your commissioners

Training Development
More on our Vision

Journey to Synod 2008

La Brea Social Action group is central to the life of La 
Brea.  It goes beyond the bounds of the Roman Catholic 
community.  
Presently, they are building an overnight shelter to house 
people who come to them during the night.  This shelter 
will give them a chance to observe whoever comes and in 
so doing seek the appropriate help for them.
All development programmes work in partnership with 
relief programmes.  These are sustained by networking 
with other Government and Non-Government agencies.

This Parish has networked with ‘Food for the Poor’ in the 
United States in order to fund housing programmes.  

Several houses were built or repaired and representation 
was made to government bodies to seek rights for people.
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